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From the Principalõs Desk 
 

 During this Christmas season, I would like to share a thought with you. 

The angelic declaration to the shepherds was about peace on earth and 

good will toward mankind. St. Francis of Assisi said, òWhile you are pro-

claiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it even more fully in your 

heart.ó Children are so quick to forgive after an offense. They can be mad 

and crying one minute and best buddies the next! We, adults, should be so. 

We teach the children so much in words and deeds. Sadly, the deeds we 

teach them often contradict our words!  

 

The Son of God became a human embryo, developed, was born, grew up 

in adverse circumstances, lived a simple life, encountered the same temp-

tations and desires we do, and suffered some of the same experiences we 

encounter from òadultsó, yet His final words on the cross included, òFather, 

forgive them for they know not what they do.ó He proclaimed peace ver-

bally and had peace in His heart.  
 

With His help, may we someday reach a place where we will be able to pro-

claim peace on earth, good will toward mankind with our lips and with our 

hearts. Some of us can! Most of us really struggle with that! We want to 

have that peace. We work hard to maintain it. Yet, a reaction from some-

one will upset us so that our inner peace struggles with vengeance, anger, 

rejection, fear, or some other harsh emotion that threatens or destroys 

what peace we have. In the final analysis, the peace we have in our hearts 

is not peace we put there ourselves. Itõs peace that is given by Christ, per-

petuated by Christ, and grown through Christ. On my own, I canõt do it! I 

want to react!  

 

Through the years, some of the deepest sorrow I have felt has been caused 

by religious people. Itõs been said that the church is the only institution that 

shoots its wounded! Even in church, we see the humanity of mankind. 

Hopefully, the world sees mostly the good! But, we are still in a state con-

trolled most often by human nature. Each of us faces the temptation to re-

act negatively when we have someone say or do something against us. Itõs 

easy to lash back! Sometimes, I prefer it! But, how wrong I am when I do 

so! Itõs more difficult, yet the right thing to do when we can say (like St. 

Francis) this simple, yet difficult and profoundly powerful prayer:  

AT A GLANCE 
 

 

December 5  
Saturday é Holiday 

Breakfast in the Ext. Day 
Bldg.  9:00 a.m.  

  

December 13 
Christmas Play  

3:00 in the Sanctuary  
Children need to arrive by 

2:30 please!  
 

December 16 
Christmas Chapel  

 

December 18 
EARLY RELEASE 12:00 

NOON (Ext. Day OPEN)

 

 

For unto us a child is born!  

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/while_you_are_proclaiming_peace_with_your_lips-be/220425.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/while_you_are_proclaiming_peace_with_your_lips-be/220425.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/while_you_are_proclaiming_peace_with_your_lips-be/220425.html
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Preach the gospel always, if necessary use words!  

St. Francis of Assisi  

From the Principalõs Desk (continued) 

 

òLord, make me an instrument of Thy peace.  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon;  

Where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope;  

 

Where there is darkness, light;  

Where there is sadness, joy.  

 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek  

To be consoled as to console,  

To be understood as to understand,  

To be loved as to love;  
 

For it is in giving that we receive;  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.ó 

 
Letõs take this to heart and purpose to do our best to react the right way even if someone else chooses to react the 

wrong way. I canõt speak for you, but I look in the mirror and I see that I need to work on that!  

 

 

Thanks for Your Support of the Canned Food Drive for Thanksgiving  
 

I am very proud of the response we received from our parents and students for the canned food drive! For the 
Thanksgiving chapel, we filled one side of the altar area in the sanctuary with all sorts of canned and dry goods 
that really blessed needy families during the Thanksgiving season! This shows the love of Christ to those less 
fortunate or those who are going through difficult times for whatever reason in a manner that sermons do not. A 
quote from St. Francis of Assisi that Kathy and I use from time to time is, ñPreach the Gospel at all times and if 
necessary use words!ò What a great way of saying Jesus loves you! We demonstrate love when we give. 
 

The visual effect of seeing all of these things stacked in front of the altar was great! The children were able to 
see how much more we were able to do together! 
 

One of the things that I seek to do with our students is to teach them that the lifestyle of giving to others and 
serving others is an everyday state of being. Giving during holiday seasons is great and very much worthy of 
every effort we make. ñWhat ifò we took it to the next level with our children? ñWhat ifò we decided that 
we would make our grocery shopping trips and include one item to give to someone needy?  
 

With that thought in mind, we are going to start showing the children what they can do each month. The weekly 

chapel offerings are designated to help the needy. On the first Wednesday of each month, we will show the 

children what their offering from the previous month purchased and what they bring in to the school. Children 

can give in the offering and/or bring an item to place with that (at any time during the month). All of it will be 

combined, shown to the children, and delivered to a local food bank on the first Wednesday of each month. 



December 2009               

Some people come into our lives, leave footprints  in our hearts,  

and we are never the same!  

 

Bethany Mike  

Congratulations 

Bethany Rice & Mike Rusenko!  

Wedding date: Saturday, December 19th! 

May your home be filled with laughter and the warm embrace of a summer day.  

May you find peacefulness and beauty, challenge, and satisfaction, humor and insight,  

healing and renewal, love and wisdom, as in a quiet heart.  

May you always feel that what you have is enough.  

 

Bethany Rice & Catreece Simpson!   
 

It is with great sadness that we say 

ñGoodbyeò to Ms. Bethany &  

Ms. Catreece!   
 

Ms. Bethanyôs last day is Thursday, December 17th! Bethany 

has been the assistant teacher in the 3 years old class and as-

sisted with Extended Day.  She will start her student teaching 

in January 2010 to complete her Masters Degree in Early 

Childhood Education!   

 

Ms. Catreeceôs last day is Friday, December 18th! Catreece has 

been the assistant teacher in the 2 years old class and assisted 

with Extended Day.  She is  moving to Coral Springs,  Florida to 

start some new adventures of her own!   

 

We have been so blessed to have Bethany and Catreece as a 

part of our Cross & Crown family!  Their talents have been such 

a gift to us all!  We will miss them terribly and wish them all the 

best in their new endeavors!   

 

  

We will 
 

miss you!  
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God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith; the warmth of Christmas, which is love; the      

radiance of Christmas, which is purity; the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice; the belief in 

Christmas, which is truth; the all of Christmas, which is Christ.  

 

 

 

Christmas Around the World 
 

THANK YOU for attending the  

Christmas play on Sunday,  

December 13th!   
 

The children did a fantastic job and it 

was wonderful to see so many parents, 

family members and friends in  

attendance!   
 

A special Thank You to Mrs. Crump  

for all your hard work in preparing our 

ólittle starsô and to the PTO for providing 

the delicious refreshments!  
 

Thank you for attending the Holiday 

Breakfast, sponsored by the PTO, on Sat-

urday, December 5th!  It was such a fun 

morning!   
  

Santa and Mrs. Claus took time out of 

their busy schedules just to come and see 

the wonderful children they have been 

hearing about at Cross and Crown School!  

(They were impressed!)   
 

Thank you Daphne and Rick Brown , and 

Debra Erwin for all the food, set up, and 

crafts!   

Please send us your digital pictures!   

If you have some pictures from the play 

that you are willing to share send them to  

school@crossandcrownschool.org 

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!  Your generosity has been overwhelming!  The 

gifts for the Angel Tree and for the International Womenôs House were abundant!  What 

a giving spirit we have at Cross & Crown School!  Your generosity has touched the lives 

of many.   We may be a small school but we have a HUGE heart!  Please note: We will 

continue to collect gently used clothing for women and children until mid-January. 
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Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me! 


